
480 Russell Laboratories 
University of Wisconsin 
Madison, Wisconsin 53736 

December 2, 1969 

Dr. Joshua Lederberg 
Department of Genetics 
Stanford University 
Schocl of Medicine 
Palo Alto, California 

Dear Dr. Lederberg: 

Some time ago I encountered an article of yours in which you commented 
on what you considered to be the extraordinary potential achievable through 
somatic hybridization of plants. I believe you also corresponded with 
Dr. A. C. Hildebrandt concerning this idea - I presume because you had 
heard something about my efforts in this area. 

For the past two and a half years 1 have been pursuing the develop- 
ment of somatic hybridization of plants with support from a U. 3. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture research grant for two years, subsequently renewed for 
a year. Our results to date are sketched in the enclosed paper and photo- 
graph. 

I am writing to you because I am seeking a permanent position where 
I can continue this research, at least on a part-time basis; since the 
USDA has indicated serious doubts as to their abilities to continue 
supporting the project at its current level (my salary plus limited 
additional support). Since you have expressed q interest in this area 
of research, I am hoping you may be able to direct me to some organi- , 
zations t!;at might be interested in employing me. 
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I will lcok forward to hearing from you, and I do appreciate any 
assistance you may give me. 

Sincerely yours, 

,.,&pL~-~, 
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Roy U. Schenk, 
Research Associate 
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